
5th Level Remembrance & Yearbook Signing 

Brockman's 5th level students gathered together for our annual Remembrances program to share memories from their 

educational journey, receive parting words of wisdom from Brockman staff members, and reflect on the year with their 

brand new 2018-2019 yearbooks. 

 

 

Looking Ahead—Mark your 
calendars NOW! 

 August 15 

 Back to School Rally 

 August 17 

 Playdate at Little Gym, 3:00 pm 

 August 22 

 First Day of School for 5K thru  
5th Level 

 August 27 

 New Parent Orientation, 1:30 pm 
 August 28 

 First Day of School for 4K  
Students 

 August 29 

 PTO Meeting and Open House 
 August 30 

 Lifeskill Tea for Respect 
 September 2 

 Labor Day Holiday—NO SCHOOL 

 September 4 

 First Day of School for 3K  
Students 

 Coffee and Tissues for 3K  
Parents, 7:45 am 

 September 6 

 DARE Begins for Upper El,  
7:45—8:30 am 

 September 19 

 Parent Education, 6:00—7:15 pm 
 September 20 

 Peace Day 

 September 27 

 Lifeskill Tea for Honesty 

 October 1 

 Parent Observations Begin 
 Parents may join their student(s) 

for lunch 
 October 2 

 Picture Day for Students 
 October 9 

 Walk to School Day 
 October 10 

 Literacy Night 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Brockman Families, 

Time flies!  It seems like yesterday we were welcoming you to the Back 

to School Rally and now we are finishing our last few days of the school 

year.  I hope that your child finishes this year with a sense of pride and 

satisfaction with their effort and their learning.  I hope that they made 

friendships that bring them joy and that they look forward to meeting 

new friends in the upcoming school year.  As we finish this school year, I want to 

take a moment and thank you for making our school special.  You entrust us with 

your children and we appreciate your trust.  You also share your time and talent 

to support us in so many ways.  Thank you! 
 

I would like to recognize our PTO President, Mrs. Susan Kuhn.  She has been  

the "wind beneath our wings" as the PTO volunteers organized and hosted  

so many fun activities for fellowship for our school community.  She has a humble 

manner and a quiet perseverance and it would be easy to overlook the effort 

and dedication that she has given to our school.   
 

I would also like to recognize our Fine Arts Booster President, Mrs. Sally Sue 

Brown.  She has been a strong and steady force to bring arts enrichment oppor-

tunities to our school.  She has helped us to define our vision and then continued 

to talk with us about our plans to make it a reality.  Of course, she cannot do this 

alone and she depends on a dedicated committee of volunteers and staff 

members in order to bring dance, drama and poetry experiences for your chil-

dren.  It's a great undertaking and she has worked tirelessly to make sure that we 

work together to make it happen.   
 

I am personally grateful to have had the opportunity to work alongside both of 

these leaders!  There are so many other volunteers that have shared their time 

and talent.  Please know that we love and appreciate you! 
 

I wish you a summer that is filled with family fun.  We all need to take a restful 

break from our fast-paced lives and I hope that you can take time to play and 

enjoy your beautiful family.   
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Dr. Stark 
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Corporate Sponsors! 

Special Summer Edition of Bear Tracks.  

Visiting the STAR School 
 

Yá'át'ééh - That’s how you would greet a friend in Navajo 

country! Dr. Parkmond and Mrs. Clawson attended  

Montessori in the Public Sector Coaches’ Training at  

STAR School in Flagstaff, Arizona. STAR is a place-based 

school serving primarily Native American students in the 

Southwest corner of the Navajo Nation. It is the first  

all off-grid, solar and wind powered, charter school in the 

country. Participants, including fellow Montessorians from Bermuda, California and  

Vermont, shared Montessori pedagogy and tools for supporting the work of our dedicated 

teachers. There are students learning the same way you do, with the same material you 

use everyday worldwide!   



Upper Elementary 
 

Top Ten Life Lessons … Plus 1! 

 

1. The more you pay attention in 

school, the better off you’ll be in 

life. 

 

2. Persevere through stuff that 

you’re stuck on; keep trying, 

even when it’s hard. 

 

3. It’s important to learn how to 

cope with your emotions when 

you’re upset. 

 

4. Do your best always. 

 

5. It’s ok to ask for help. 

 

6. Practice, because it helps you 

get better. 

 

7. Treat others the way you want to  

be treated; don’t retaliate when 

wronged. 

 

8. Be willing to participate, even if 

it’s not something you really 

want to do. 

 

9. Always be willing to help some-

one if they need your support. 

 

10. Treat everyone the same way--

respectfully. 

 

And a quintessentially Upper El  

lesson: 

 

11. Don’t create unnecessary  

drama. 

Primary   

Top Ten Life Lessons … 

 

1. Reading is kind of hard but 

when you learn how and have 

kids you can read them books. 

 

2. Work time is important because 

you learn stuff.  

 

3. People love us. 

 

4. Kicking and hitting are not good 

for people to do. 

 

5. The way to have a friend is to 

be a friend. 

 

6. You are responsible for what 

you say and do. 

 

7. Be kind! 

 

8. Try your best. 

 

9. You have to listen. 

 

10. Peace starts in your heart. 

Lower Elementary 
 

Top Ten Life Lessons ... 

1. Determination is the key to  

success.  

2. Not remembering something is 

ok. 

3. Lessons can be hard but you 

can get through them if you 

really, really, try. 

4. You can learn from a mistake. 

5. You can make new friends. 

6. When you make mistakes it 

helps you learn to do harder 

things. 

7. Making a mistake is good.  You 

can learn more from that  

mistake than from the ones  

that are right. 

8. Teamwork is important for  

success. 

9. Thoughtful choices lead to  

positive outcomes. 

10. It’s okay not to know how to do 

something, but it’s not okay to  

not try. 
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Brockman Elementary 
 

A National Blue Ribbon School 

Parenting Book Club 
 

Montessori Parenting Book Club  

Summer Session 
 

Who:  Parents of primary students 

 

What:  Summer Montessori Parenting Book Club  

 

Where:  RCPL - Cooper Branch 

 

When:  TBD by participants 

 

Why:  We will be reading “How to Raise an Amazing Child 

the Montessori Way” by Tim Seldin! Book  

will be provided by Brockman at no cost for all par-

ticipating families. 

 

How:  Email Staci Clawson at 

 staci.clawson@richlandone.org by Friday, June, 7th! 

Brockman is Volunteer Station of 

the Month 
 

Brockman was recently awarded Station of the Month for 

May 2019 by Senior Resources for our participation in the 

Foster Grandparent Program of the Midlands. Our foster 

grandparents, Mrs. Guess and Mrs. Priester, return every 

year to help in Mrs. Geiger’s and Mrs. Tison’s classrooms 

and we are so happy to have them as a part of our 

Brockman family!   

Upper El Talent Show   

 
Strings Concert 

 

Meet our Instructional Assistants 
“Our care of the child should be governed, not by the desire to 

make him learn things, but by the endeavor always to keep  

burning within him that light which is called intelligence.”  

 Maria Montessori 

 

Our instructional assistants play a very significant role  

in the overall success of the Montessori environment.  

Their service through supporting the lead teacher and 

interacting with the children is one of the keys to creating 

a harmonious classroom.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Back row: Stephanie Jefferson, Voncita Donald, Mary Johnson,  

Troy Jefferson, Dorothy Brunson, Robin Stancik, Paige Counts, Jennifer 

Jennings, LaTashi Peay, Emelia Brandon, Andrew Johnson, and Hannah 

Edgren. 

Front row: Leigh Suarez, Kimberly Dail, Andrea Thorpe, Elizabeth Timbes 
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